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66 The provision of the commercial investment upon the
coast of Coromandel, has also been managed almost exclu-
sively by native agenU and contractors; and while their
management shall continue, It cannot be expected that the
servants of the Company will become conversant with the
details of the several manufactures, or with the minute
circumstances which affect the quality of the different
fabrics* This defective mode of administering the revenue
and commerce of the Company on the Coast, rendered the
study of the languages, customs, and laws of the country,
a superfluous. If not an useless labour; since a servant of
the Company might reach the most arduous trusts, and
might discharge them with as much credit as his predeces-
sors had ever enjoyed, without the previous application
necessary for acquiring any of those branches of knowledge.
On the other hand, the ignorance of the Company's civil
servants necessarily threw them into the hands of the native
dubashes, whose destructive influence soon produced em-
barrassments, which led to the sacrifice of public trust and
duty, and ultimately to the .utter subversion of every prin-
ciple of integrity and honour. To these causes must be
added the continual operation of the intrigues of the dur-
bars of the Nabob of Arcot and of the Rajah of Tanjore.
The junior servants, I trust, under your Lordship's super-
intendence, may be encouraged in the study of the nath e
languages; a knowledge of which is Indispensably necessary
to enable them to discharge any important public trust with
advantage to their employers, or with honour to themselves.
With this view I most earnestly recommend it to your
Lordship to direct your most vigilant attention to the con-
duct of the junior writers from the earliest period of their
arrival at Madras. Too many of them fall into early
habits of extravagance, in which they are encouraged by
the native dubashes; and I declare to your Lordship my

2 K